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The  Forty -Seventh  Report  of  the  Medici 

Officer  of  Health, 
being  that  for  the  year  1920. 


To  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Worcester. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors, 

This  Report,  which  is  the  thirtieth  I  has 
had  the  honour  to  present  to  the  City  Councils 
arranged  on  a  plan  indicated  by  the  Ministry  *f 
Health  in  a  memorandum  received  on  Februay 
15th,  1921. 


The  efficiency  of  the  work  of  the  Health  depa;- 


ment  has  been  greatly  increased  by  the  Cour.il 
deciding  to  appoint  an  Assistant  Medical  Offic'. 
Dr.  Mary  Rollo  Mitchell  was  chosen  and  begn 
work  on  July  1st.  The  Maternity  and  Chd 
Welfare  work  has  been  assigned  to  her,  and  Is 
been  organised  and  developed  with  much  succe>. 


The 


oreat 

O 


increase  of  births  during  1920, 


n 


increase  amounting  to  more  than  40  per  cent,  n 
the  average  births  of  the  four  preceding  yea,;, 


deled  very  largely  to  the  *  work  of  the  Health 
Visitors,  and  greatly  increased  the  number  of 
/omen  and  infants  attending  the  Clinics.  The 
Vorcester  Infant  Health  Society  very  kindly  offered 
o  pay  the  salary  of  an  additional  Health  Visitor, 
dio  began  work  in  October.  The  details  of  the 
/ork  concerning  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  are 
et  out  by  Dr.  Mitchell,  who  has  written  this  part  of 
he  Annual  Report. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  see  in  the  Annual  Report 
f  the  Registrar-General  for  1919  that  Worcester 
tands  sixth  among  the  County  Boroughs  dis- 
nguished  for  a  low  Infant  death-rate.  The  five 
Jounty  Boroughs  having  a  lower  Infant  death-rate 
1  1919  were  Bath,  Oxford,  Southend-on-Sea, 

'anterbury  and  Eastbourne,  all  of  which  towns 
ave  a  population  differing  considerably  from  a 
lanufacturing  town  like  Worcester. 

The  Infant  death-rate  has  been  falling  during  this 


ntury  all  over  the  country,  but  the  fall  in  Worcester 
is  been  very  marked.  In  1901  the  death-rate  was 
5 1)  and  the  average  for  the  ten  years  1901  0910 
as  132.  For  the  ten  years,  1911  to  1920,  the 
/era ge  Infant  death-rate  was  only  76.  There  can 
>  no  doubt  that  the  great  success  attained  has  been 
iefly  due  to  the  preventive  and  educational  work 
the  Health  Visitors  during  the  last  13  years,  and 


4 


this  success  must  be  a  stimulus  to  obtain  still  bet 
results. 

There  are  no  other  features  in  the  statistics  of  1 
year  that  call  for  special  notice.  As  the  power  i 
resistance  of  the  individual  to  disease  is  usually  h 
chief  factor  in  the  avoidance  of  infection,  no  o 
concerned  for  the  health  of  the  community  can  h] 
being*  anxious  when  unemployment  and  the  anxiet: 
attendant  are  so  widespread  as  at  the  present  tit: 
These  economic  conditions  are  very  depressing*  < 
the  vitality  of  a  nation,  even  apart  from  the  want) 
adequate  food  and  clothing.  It  will  not  be  surps 
ing,  under  these  circumstances,  if  the  statistics.) 
this  and  the  following  year  shew  figures  less  favcr 
able  than  those  now  presented. 

I  have  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  excellent ;  ( 
conscientious  work  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspec  r 
Mr.  Ralph  Taylor.  It  is  well  known  to  all  i< 
members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MABYN  RE/) 


June  4th,  1921. 
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The  City  and  County  Borough  of  Worcester  is  situated 
n  the  banks  of  the  Severn,  and  extends  for  a  distance  of 
iree  miles  from  North  to  South.  The  land  rises  on  either 
de  of  the  River,  and  on  the  East  attains  to  a  height  of 
50  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  industries  carried  on  are  very  varied,  and  includes 
ngineering  and  Railway  Signal  Works,  Tin  Canister 
/orks,  Glove  Factories,  a  Boot  Factory,  Royal  Porcelain 
[anufactory,  Tanneries,  and  others.  This  variety  of 
iverse  occupation  tends  to  lessen  the  average  of  unemploy- 
lent  when  trade  is  dull. 

Population. — The  Census  of  1911  showed  the  population 
'  the  City  to  be  47,987.  The  extension  of  the  City  in 
)I4  added  1,171  persons,  making  the  population  49,158. 

The  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  in  the 
iddle  of  1920  as  49,248. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  housing  conditions  in 
)i  I,  when  there  were  a  number  of  vacant  houses,  and  the 
mditions  in  1920,  when  no  vacant  houses  are  to  be  found, 
seems  probable  that  there  has  been  a  greater  increase  of 
e  population  since  1914  than  the  above  figures  shew, 
imely  90.  The  Census  of  1921  will  probably  prove  the 
)pulation  to  be  over  51,000.  In  the  meantime  the  rates 
this  Report  have  been  reckoned  on  the  estimate  of  the 
egistrar-General. 
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The  Birth-rate  was  23^2  per  1.000  of  the  population 
estimated  by  the  Registrar-General.  This  is  a  higher  ra 
than  any  recorded  during  the  past  io  years.  (See  Tab 
II.,  page  57). 

In  th  is  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  births  during  tl 
year  numbered  1,142,  whereas  the  highest  number  register* 
since  1915  was  882  in  1916.  The  great  increase  in  tl 
births  began  in  the  Fourth  Quarter  of  1919  and  has  co 
tinued  all  through  1920. 

The  Death-rate  for  the  year  was  1301,  which  is  tl: 
lowest  rate  recorded,  excepting  those  for  the  years  19 
and  1919. 

The  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  detail  in  a  Tat: 
attached  to  this  Report.  Comparison  of  the  number  : 
deaths  from  various  diseases  during  1920  with  previoi 
years  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages. 

The  Infant  Death-rate  which  is .  calculated  per  1,0) 
births  was  67,  which  is  a  little  higher  than  the  rates  of  ii 
three  previous  years.  If  comparison  of  the  causes  of  tJ 

deaths  that  occur  during  the  first  month  of  life  with  t; 

■ 

three  previous  years  is  made,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pi- 
portion  of  these  deaths  in  1920  to  the  total  infant  deat> 
was  57  per  cent.,  whereas  in  1917,  1918,  and  1919  it  w 
respectively  36  per  cent.,  46  per  cent.,  and  42  per  cent. 

The  deaths  that  occur  during  the  first  month  are  mos1r 
due  to  the  state  of  health  of  the  mother  during  pregnam, 
and  can  be  influenced  only  by  the  care  that  is  given  ) 
that  condition.  This  ante-natal  care  is  much  needed  1 
Worcester.  The  Centre  dealing  with  this  work  has  be  1 


Vi 


/ 


ghl)7  successful,  as  the  figures  given  later  on  in  this 
eport  show  (page  39),  but  it  is  uphill  work  to  remove  the 
ejudices  and  ignorance  that  surrounds  this  most 
mderful  and  important  function  of  the  mother.  It  is  a 
;w  idea  to  the  woman  that  what  is  considered  a  natural 
mdition  should  need  any  supervision  or  watching,  and  the 
s  that  often  attend  the  state  of  pregnancy  are  accepted 
part  of  the  burden  of  motherhood.  Those  expectant 
others  who  have  sought  the  help  of  the  Ante-natal  Centre 
e  very  grateful  for  the  advice  given,  and  it  is  from  the 
[tension  of  this  work  that  we  may  look  for  the  further 
^crease  in  the  infant  death-rate. 

The  Hospital  accommodation  of  the  district  consists 

a.  The  General  Infirmary  with  120  beds,  but  two  of 

the  wards  containing  40  beds  are  closed  for  lack 
of  funds. 

b.  The  Infirmary  wards  of  the  Worcester  Guardians, 

having  84  sick  beds  for  males,  76  for  women,  six 
for  children,  and  four  lying-in  beds. 

c.  The  City  Hospital,  Newtown  Road,  with  42  beds 

for  ordinary  infectious  disease,  and  38  beds  for 
Tuberculosis  patients. 

Water  Supply. — The  City  water  is  taken  from  the  River 
wern  which  gives  an  unfailing  supply.  The  Waterworks 
e  at  the  North  end  of  the  City.  The  water  is  pumped 
pm  the  River  into  tanks  where  part  of  the  sediment  is 
posited,  and  flows  thence  on  to  nine  sand  filters,  which 
ive  an  area  of  6301  square  yards.  The  rate  of  filtration 


is  from  2  J  to  3  inches  per  hour.  The  water  passes  from  th 
filters  into  a  pure  water  tank  and  is  pumped  from  this  to 
covered  reservoir  at  Rainbow  Hill  containing  812,00 
gallons,  and  to  another  on  Gorse  Hill  containing  250,0c 
gallons.  This  latter  which  is  300  feet  above  sea  levc 
supplies  water  by  gravitation  to  the  higher  parts  of  th 
City. 

There  are  no  water  storage  cisterns  in  the  houses.  Th 
water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  City  is  constant  an 
sufficient. 


The  Severn  has  an  ordinary  flow  of  about  300  millio 
gallons  a  day.  It  is  liable  to  floods  after  heavy  rain  in  il 
watersheds,  which  renders  the  water  turbid  with  peat 
matter  and  the  flushing  out  of  the  small  streams  th; 
discharge  into  it.  The  river  flow  may  then  be  two  or  thre 
times  greater  than  the  average  amount. 


Samples  from  the  pure  water  tank  are  taken  weekly  fi 
bacteriological  examination,  the  reports  give  the  number  < 
micro-organisms  found  on  two  and  on  three  days’  cultui 
and  the  Bacilli  Coli  per  100  c.c.  on  three  days’  culture. 


The  results  of  the  sand  filtration  as  shown  by  the' 
weekly  examinations  were  quite  good.  On  only  or 
occasion  were  the  micro-organisms  per  c.c.  found  on  thn 
days’  culture  to  exceed  100 ;  and  the  Bacilli  Coli  exceeds 
three  per  100  c.c.  only  on  three  examinations  during  tl 
year,  and  these  were  in  frosty  winter  weather.  In  60  p 
cent,  of  the  samples  no  Bacilli  Coli  were  found,  a  goc 
proof  of  the  excellency  of  the  filtration. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — During  1920  main  sewe 
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/e  been  laid  in  the  Astvvood  Road,  Blackpole  Road,  and 
t  of  the  Malvern  Road.  In  the  outlying  parts  there  are 
1  25  privies.  There  are  52  houses  with  pail  closets  in 
tricts  which  are  not  sewered,  and  34  houses  having  W.c’s 
ich  are  not  yet  connected  with  the  sewers.  Many  of 
se  34  houses  will  be  connected  shortly. 

Hie  Sewage  Disposal  Works  on  the  South-west  end  of 
:  City  have  undergone  no  change  during  the  year.  The 
j  weather  flow  of  the  sewage  is  two  million  gallons  daily, 
]  three  quarters  of  a  million  gallons  are  being  dealt  with 
these  Works. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse  is  carried  out  by  a  staff  of 
:n,  horses  and  carts  belonging  to  and  in  the  employ  of 
:  Corporation.  The  refuse  is  deposited  in  low-lying  parts 
or  near  the  City  and  covered  with  earth.  The  road 
eepings  are  added  to  these  refuse  heaps.  No  complaints 
nuisance  from  these  tips  have  been  made  to  the  Health 

bartment. 

► 

During  the  year  247  sanitary  dustbins  have  been  provided, 
my  of  the  receptacles  made  use  of  are  insanitary  and 
ngerous  to  health,  being  a  breeding  ground  from  which 
:s  carry  disease  germs  into  the  houses  and  so  poison  the 
)d. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  furnished  the  following 
ormation  of  the  work  done  during  the  year. 


Abatement  of  Nuisances. — There  were  1 161  Prclimiir 

I’ 

Notices  issued,  and  492  Statutory  Notices  served  by  o:e 
of  the  Health  Committee.  These  were  complied  with  i\t 
some  delay  in  carrying  out  the  requirements  of  the  Het 
Committee  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour  and  c 
materials. 

Summary  of  Work  done  during  1920. 


Number  of  Notices  (Preliminary)  issued  ... 

,,  ,,  (Statutory)  ,, 

,,  Complaints  received  and  investigated 
,,  Letters  sent  with  regard  to  Notices,  &c. 

„  Notices  sent  to  Schools  re  Infectious  Diseases 

Rooms  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 

Dilapidated  walls,  floors,  windows,  &c.,  repaired  ... 
Defective  roofs  and  spouting  repaired 
Damp  walls  cured  ... 

Wash-houses  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 

„  floors  and  yards  repaved  and  repaired 
Glazed  stoneware  sinks  fixed 

Sink  waste  and  rainwater  pipes  disconnected  from  drain... 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

Glazed  stoneware  gulley  traps  fixed 

Water  closets  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed... 

,,  flushing  tanks  repaired 

,,  provided  with  new  basins  and  traps 

Defective  joints  in  pans,  traps,  and  flush  pipes  repaired  ... 
Nuisances  from  overcrowding  abated 

,,  ,,  improper  keeping  of  animals 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed... 
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pses  provided  with  proper  water  supply  ...  ...  2 

itary  dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

cellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

;te  of  water  reported  to  Water  Inspector  ...  ...  39 

nber  of  references  to  City  Engineer  with  regard  to 
dangerous  buildings,  paving  of  courts,  and  foul 

street  gullies...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

ptying  of  ashpits  and  dustbins  referred  to  the  Streets 

Superintendent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

mis  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  ...  295 


lples  of  food  and  drugs  collected  for  the  City  Analyst  .  140 

,,  tap  and  well  water  ,,  ,,  ,,  .11 

-actory  and  Workshop  Acts. — There  are  233  workshops 
1  50  bakehouses  on  the  Register.  Nineteen  new  work- 
>ps  have  been  added  during  1920,  and  six  have  been 
ated. 

)ne  hundred  and  eighty  inspections  were  made  of  the 
rkshops  and  work  places,  and  27  written  notices  to 
ledy  defects  were  sent,  all  of  which  were  complied  with. 

The  following  were  the  defects  found  : — 

Workshops  not  in  clean  condition  ...  ...  5 

Workshops  not  sufficiently  ventilated  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  refuse  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  ...  ...  1 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  accommodation  6 
Want  of  separate  sanitary  conveniences  for 

females  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouses  required  to  be  limewashed  ...  11 


In  one  instance  it  was  found  that  a  young  person  un) 
1 8  years  of  age  was  employed,  and  no  abstract  of  < 
Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  was  affixed  in  the  worksh: 
The  attention  of  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  was  calleu 
this  contravention. 

Six  notices  of  infringements  of  the  Public  Health  A: 
were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  P'actories,  and  vn 
immediately  dealt  with. 

* 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — At  the  end  of  1920  tL 
were  nine  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  1 
City. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  visits  have  been  mado 
the  houses,  and,  with  one  exception,  the  byelaws  h / 
been  well  observed. 

The  houses  are  some  of  the  oldest  in  the  City,  and  in 
cannot  speak  favourably  of  the  suitability  and  construct >1 
of  several  of  them. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. —There  has  been  no  incro 
in  the  number  of  houses  let  in  lodgings  registered,  1 
number  still  remaining  at  11. 

The  houses  receive  frequent  visits  and  they  have  b:i 
fairly  well  conducted. 

The  byelaws  relating  to  limewashing  have  been  stri< ; 
carried  out. 


Offensive  Trades.— The  following  is  a  list  of  tb 
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ides,  all  of  which  are  subject  to  byelaws : — 

Fish  frying  .  26 

Tripe  boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Hide,  skin  and  fat  dealers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gut  scrapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rag  and  bone  dealers  ...  ...  ...  6 

7rom  periodical  inspections  it  was  found  that  the 
:mises  were  kept  in  a  satisfactory  state,  and  that  there 
s  no  infringement  of  the  byelaws. 

The  Health  Committee  have  had  under  their  considera- 
n  the  question  of  making  byelaws  to  regulate  the  trade 
the  Fellmongers,  of  which  there  are  three  in  the  City, 
ter  visiting  the  works  and  receiving  deputations  from 
;  Fellmongers,  and  communicating  with  the  Ministry  of 
jalth,  the  City  Council  postponed  the  making  of  the 
elaws  on  conditions  set  out  in  a  letter  sent  by  the 
llmongers  to  the  Council. 

Slaughterhouses. — At  the  end  of  1920  there  were  24 
pstered  private  Slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  City. 

There  were  also  eight  registered  private  Slaughterhouses 
lich  have  not  been  used  for  some  time,  and  there  is  no 
ubt  that  the  Health  Committee  will  not  permit  them  to 
again  used  for  slaughtering. 

One  private  Slaughterhouse  is  used  for  the  slaughter  of 
rses  for  human  food. 

On  July  1st,  1920,  the  control  was  taken  off  meat  and 
lughtering  of  animals,  and  the  butchers  have  again 
sumed  the  use  of  their  private  Slaughterhouses. 
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The  Slaughterhouses  are  visited  at  least  once  a  weel ; 
far  as  possible  at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  as  full  inspect 
of  the  carcases  and  their  internal  organs  can  then  be  ml 


In 

In  January, 

In  Decemb 

1914. 

1920. 

1920. 

Registered  ... 

32 

32 

...  32 

Licensed 

0 

~ .  0 

...  O 

Eight  of  the  32  registered  Slaughterhouses  have  r 
been  used  for  some  years. 

Public  Slaughterhouses. —  Considerable  improvemi 
have  been  carried  out  at  the  public  Slaughterhouse 
Croft  Road.  The  Meat  Store  has  been  enlarged,  a  1 
new  system  of  over-head  running  rails  has  been  fixed^ 
carrying  the  meat  from  the  Slaughterhouse  to  the  h 
Store. 

I 

Additional  Fasting  Pens  have  been  provided,  and, hat 
regard  to  the  length  of  time  the  Slaughterhouses  have  1  ( 
in  existence,  viz.,  since  1868,  they  are  now  fairly  up-to-< ! 

The  Manager,  Mr.  A.  E.  Underwood,  is  a  prac: 
butcher,  and  devotes  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  duti< 
his  office.  .  IJ 

Mr.  R.  Taylor,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  attends! 
Slaughterhouses  every  morning,  and  all  animals  and  oa 
are  inspected  before  removal  from  the  Slaughterhouses' 

In  May  the  Health  Committee  increased  the  charge d 
slaughtering  50  per  cent. 

The  following  is  the  number  of  animals  slaught  < 
during  the  last  three  years  : — • 


Charges  for 
Slaughtering 


imber  of  Beasts .  is.  6d. 

„  Sheep  .  5d. 

„  Calves .  9d. 

„  Pork  Pigs  .  9d. 

,,  Bacon  Pigs  is.6d. 


'  .  £ 

.lounts  received  for 

Slaughtering  .  316 


To  March  31st 


1919 

1920 

1921 

..  1238 

...  3036 

•  • 

.  1096 

..14638 

.. .21115 

•  • 

.  4120 

..  1136 

•••  733 

•  * 

184 

•  •  1338 

...  892 

•  • 

•  935 

167 

•••  375. 

•  • 

.  256 

18517 

...26151 

•  • 

.  6591 

1920 

1921 

d.  £ 

s.  cl. 

£ 

s.  d. 

6  475 

232 

0 

I  O 
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Food. 

Milk  Supply. — The  City  is  in  the  midst  of  a  fertile  agri- 
tural  district,  and  90  per  cent,  of  the  milk  is  produced  in 
:  immediate  neighbourhood  and  sold  to  the  retailers  in 

I  City.  There  are  in  the  City  7  cow-keepers  and  60 
jrveyors  of  milk.  The  Cowshed  Regulations  are  fairly 

II  kept,  but  the  scrupulous  cleanliness  that  should  sur- 
md  the  production  and  distribution  of  a  food  so 
ceptible  to  contamination  as  milk  is,  is  seldom  found. 
Jnder  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  68  samples  of 
Ik  were  examined.  Of  these  62  proved  to  be  genuine. 

Se  remaining  six  samples  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 
mber  of 

imples.  Extent  of  Deficiency.  Result. 

33*3  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat,  Fine  and 

and  20  per  cent,  deficient  jQi  is.  od.  Costs 

non-fatty  solids 


1 


i6 

Number  of 

Samples.  Extent  of  Deficiency. 

i  5 ’8  per  cent,  deficient  in  non¬ 

fatty  solids.  (Obtained 
from  previous  vendor) 

i  io  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat, 
and  5*8  per  cent,  deficient 
in  non-fatty  solids.  (Sam- 
.  pie  taken  direct  from  cows) 

i  4'  i  per  cent,  deficient  in  non¬ 
fatty  solids.  (Sample  taken 
direct  from  cows) 

1  3*5  Per  cent,  deficient  in  non¬ 

fatty  solids 

i  2 ‘3  per  cent,  deficient  in  non- 

fatty  solids.  (Samples 
taken  direct  from  cows) 

No  samples  of  milk  were  examined 
during  the  year. 


Result. 

Vendor  warne 
Health 
Committee 
Vendor  warne 
Health 
Committee 

Vendor  warne 
Health 
Committee 
Vendor  warne 
Health 
Committee 
No  action  tak 


for  Tubercio 


Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  191 7.- 1 

Analyst  has  reported  on  the  samples  submitted  to  hi 
examination,  as  follows  : — 


i. 


2. 


Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Crean 

(a)  (b) 


Number  of  samples 
examined  for  the 
presence  of  a 
preservative. 


Number  in  u 
a  preserv;  n 
was  found  t 
presen 


Milk  .  76 

Cream  .  4 


Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : 


(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  bee  s 
mitted  for  analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  stateme  s 
the  label  as  to  preservatives  were  correct. 


1.  Correct  statements  made 

2.  Statements  incorrect  .... 


] 


(b)  Determination  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold 
as  Preserved  Cream. 

1.  Above  35  per  cent .  i 

2.  Below  35  per  cent .  — 


i 

ylilk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. — This  Older, 
ed  October  14th,  pressed  upon  Local  Authorities  the 
aortance  of  making  full  use  of  the  powers  which  this 
i  previous  Orders  gave  them.  The  Health  Committee, 
pwing  the  value  of  milk  as  a  food  for  mothers  and  young 
Idren,  took  immediate  steps  to  carry  out  the  advice 
en  them  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  This  matter  so 
aortant  for  the  health  of  the  infants  is  fully  dealt  with  in 
part  of  this  Report  concerning  Maternity  and  Child 
dfare. 

Jnsound  Food. — During  the  year  the  following  food  has 
pn  destroyed  as  being  diseased,  unsound,  or  unwhole- 
ne : — 

Tuberculosis . 

Article. 

Cattle. 

1  carcases  and  all  organs 

all  organs  . 

1  heads  and  tongues . 

sets  of  lungs  . 

livers  . 

Pigs. 

I  carcases  and  all  organs 
heads  and  all  organs... 
heads  . 


Cause  of  Condemnation. 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 
Localised  ,, 

>>  )> 

a  » 

>)  >> 

Generalised  tuberculosis. 
Localised  ,, 

?>  >> 


1 8 


Other  Diseases. 

Article. 


'  Cattle. 

9  carcases  and  organs  . 

2  n  >)  . 

5  >  j  >  *  . 

1  carcase  ,,  . 

2  carcases  ,,  . 

1  carcase  „  (bull) ... 

26  heads  and  tongues  . 

6  55  55  . 

All  organs  of  9  cattle,  1 10  livers, 
1 1  lungs,  6  tripes . 

Sheep. 

3  carcases  and  all  organs . 

2  ,,  ,,  ...... 

2  55  ?>  . 

4  55  55  . 

i  carcase  ,,  . 

146  livers,  194  lungs  . 

Pigs. 

4  carcases  and  all  organs . 

1  carcase  ,,  . 


Cause  of  Condemnation, 

Emaciation  due  to  Johr 
disease. 

Hydremic  Cachexia. 
Pyrexia. 

Septicaemia, 

Septic  Metritis. 

Black  Quarter. 
Actinomycosis. 

Abscess. 

Locally  diseased. 

Hydremic  Cachexia. 
Asphyxia. 

Pleurisy. 

Peritonitis. 

Natural  death. 

Parasitic  diseases. 

Rachitis  and  emaciation. 
Natural  death. 


451  lbs,  of  meat  . 

245  lbs.  of  frozen  beef . 

106  carcases  of  frozen  mutton... 

61  lbs.  of  bacon . 

56  lbs.  of  kippers  . 

156  lbs.  of  herrings . 


Unwholesomeness  due  to  ju 
during  life. 

Mouldy,  decomposition. 


j?  >> 

Decomposition. 

55 


5  J 
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Article.  Cause  of  Condemnation. 

)S  lbs.  of  cod,  hake  .  Decomposition. 

42  lbs.  of  haddock .  ,, 

5o  lbs.  of  dates  .  Unsound. 

65  eggs  .  „ 

30  tins  of  condensed  milk,  fruit, 

fish,  &c .  ,, 

The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  was  14  tons,  8  cwts., 
4  lbs.  The  whole  of  this  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered 
y  the  respective  owners. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. — The  total  number  of 
unples  submitted  to  the  Analyst  in  1920  was  140.  Of 
tese  97  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Lets,  and  43  were  test  samples. 

Of  the  97  samples  taken  under  the  Acts,  90  were 
mtified  to  be  genuine  and  seven  as  adulterated  ;  of  the  43 
:st  samples,  39  were  certified  to  be  genuine,  and  four  as 
dulterated. 


The  following  table  shows 
jring  the  past  three  years  : — 


Formal 

Informa 

nalyses  . 

00 

5° 

dulterated  . 

9 

2 

dulterated  per  cent. . 
mounts  of  Fines  and 

IO‘3 

4*o 

Costs . 

£bo 

3s.  c 

the  amount  of  adulteration 


1919  1920 


03 

05 

a 

*c3 

03 

a 

£ 

S-. 

0 

£ 

u, 

£ 

HH 

£ 

S-. 

O 

£ 

3-4 

£ 

c 

hH 

92 

48  ... 

97 

43 

6 

9 

7 

4 

6-5 

1— t 

00 

• 

• 

7  *2 

9*3 

£49  4s-  06. 


£6  is.  od, 
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List  of  samples  collected  during  the  year: — 


No. 

Exd. 

No. 

Adul¬ 

terated. 

Article. 

Genuine. 

0 

*-? 

Adul-  p. 
terated. 

Genuine,  tr* 
0 

o' 

2 

— 

Arrowroot 

— 

— 

2 

14 

— 

Butter 

8 

— 

6 

4 

— 

Bread 

— 

— 

4 

6 

1 

Coffee 

2 

1 

4 

2 

— • 

Cheese 

1 

— 

1 

5 

— 

Cream 

— 

— 

5 

3 

— 

Cocoa 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Flour,  Self-Raising  ... 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Honey 

• 

— 

i 

4 

— 

Jam  ... 

4 

— 

5 

— 

Lard  ... 

4 

— 

I 

1 

2 

— 

Mercury  Ointment  ... 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Milk,  Skim  ... 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Milk,  Condensed 

3 

— 

75 

10 

Milk  ... 

68 

6 

7  1 

1 

— 

Margarine  ... 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Pepper 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Powder,  Compound 

I 

Liquorice  ... 

1 

— 

- 

2 

— 

Powder,  Custard,  &c. 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Rice  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Syrup 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tincture  of  Iodine  ... 

— 

— 

1 

140 

1 1 

97 

7 

43 

Genuine. 
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'offee. — One  sample  of  Coffee  was  certified  to  contain 
arts  of  Chicory.  The  sample  was  sold  in  a  wrapper 
ked  “  French  Coffee,  a  blend  of  the  finest  Chicory  and 


tee. 


dter  considering  the  circumstances  of  the  case  the 
alth  Committee  warned  the  vendor. 


evalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious 

Diseases. 

Smallpox. — No  case  of  this  disease  has  been  notified 
i  ing  the  year. 


"he  Hospital  in  the  Tolladine  Road  is  always  ready  to 
Eiive  patients. 


’ublic  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations, 
‘7.— No  vaccinations,  primary  or  otherwise,  have  been 
(formed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  these 
Filiations. 


carlet  Fever. — There  were  74  cases  of  this  disease 
fiecl,  seven  were  secondary  cases,  and  58  (i.e.  78  per 
:.)  were  removed  to  the  City  Hospital.  The  type  of 
b  disease  was  mild  and  no  death  resulted.  More  than 
t  half  the  cases  occurred  between  October  1st  and  Nov- 
r>er  20th,  and  chiefly  in  the  Rainbow  Hill  district. 
T  outbreak  was  of  a  very  mild  type,  and  atypical,  and 
lit  of  the  patients  would  not  confess  to  any  feeling  of 
Ikss.  The  epidemic  came  suddenly  to  an  end  at  the 
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date  above  mentioned.  There  were  no  return  cases  durit 
the  year. 

Diphtheria. — Of  tin's  disease  112  cases  were  notified,  s: 
were  secondary  cases  and  91  (i.e.  8 1  per  cent.)  were  remov 
to  the  City  Hospital.  Five  deaths  occurred,  a  baby  ni : 
months’  old  ;  a  child  three  years,  following  Trachectom  ; 
girl  of  five  years  from  heart  failure  ;  and  two  adults,  w  ) 
both  died  on  the  day  the  disease  was  recognised  ail 
notified.  In  one  of  these  last  cases  three  other  persons  1 
the  same  family  contracted  the  disease. 

The  disease  was  distributed  over  the  City,  and  only  01 
School  had  an  outbreak.  There  was  an  unusual  numh 
of  adults  attacked,  namely  36,  being  32  per  cent,  of  t: 
total.  I 

There  is  considerable  use  made  by  the  medical  men  I 
the  free  distribution  of  swabs,  and  of  free  baeteriologi  1 
examination  of  the  swabs,  and  many  of  the  cases  .  e 
notified  on  the  report  of  the  bacteriological  examinati  1 
These  patients  come  speedily  under  treatment  and  quic  y 
recover  without  severe  illnesses.  But  when  medical  aic  s 
not  called  in  until  the  third  or  fourth  day  of  illness,  t 
result  is  very  different  and  a  long  and  dangerous  illn  i 
ensues. 

There  were  1,019  bacteriological  examinations  of  sw  »s 
from  throat  and  nose  taken,  308  by  the  medical  practiti  1- 
ers  and  71 1  from  patients  in  Hospital.  No  patient  is 
discharged  from  the  Diphtheria  wards  until  two  consecut  c 
swabs  from  throat  and  nose  are  reported  negative. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers. — Four  cases 


2  3 


phoid  and  one  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  were  reported, 
e  latter  died,  the  disease  being  complicated  by  lung 
aase.  One  of  the  patients  died  on  the  same  day  on 
ch  the  notification  was  received,  the  illness  was  very 
te,  lasting  only  six  days.  The  others  made  good 
overies. 

"here  were  no  defects  of  drainage  found  in  the  houses  of 
patients.  Three  of  the  patients  were  taken  ill  during 
summer  months. 


4cute  Poliomyelitis. 
\cute  Polioencephalitis. 
3erebro  Spinal  Fever. 


No  cases  of  these  diseases 
were  notified  during  the  year. 


Encephalitis  Lethargica.— One  case  was  notified  in  the 
son  of  a  young  married  woman,  who  recovered  after  a 
g  illness.  The  patient  was  nursed  in  her  own  home 
l  no  spread  of  the  disease  took  place. 


i 

lie  Public  Health  (Pneumonia,  Malaria, 
Dysentery,  &c.)  Regulations,  1919. 

Vcute  Primary  Pneumonia. — There  were  46  cases  noti- 
il.  Six  of  these  cases  died.  The  cases  were  notified 
ough  the  four  Quarters  of  the  year  as  follows  : — First 
arter,  16;  Second,  12:  Third,  8;  Fourth,  9.  There 
're  11  children  attacked  under  10  years  of  age,  and  16 
‘sons  over  40. 
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Influenzal  Pneumonia. — Only  five  cases  were  notifi  . 
There  was  no  epidemic  of  Influenza  during  1920,  It 
sporadic  ca$es  occurred  and  four  deaths  resulted,  1 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  55. 


Malaria. —  Only  nine  persons,  all  ex-service  men,  we 
notified  as  having  this  disease.  All  but  one,  who  waa 
visitor,  were  interviewed  and  were  under  the  care  o;a 
medical  man,  and  in  receipt  of  adequate  treatment. 


Dysentery. — Two  ex-service  men  were  notified.  Tly 
had  been  in  the  Palestine  campaign.  The  men  were  s  n 
and  instructed  as  to  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to  previt 
infection.  No  spread  of  the  disease  occurred. 


Hospital  accommodation  of  persons  attacked  by  le 
ordinary  infectious  diseases  is  provided  at  the  City  k  s- 
pital,  Newtown  Road.  There  are  separate  blocks  of  bud- 
ings  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid  Fe  :r. 
The  accommodation  is  ample  for  the  needs  of  the  C y. 
and  patients  from  neighbouring  Authorities  are  admied 
at  times. 


Within  the  Hospital  grounds,  two  pavilions  and 
shelters  are  provided  for  the  treatment  of  modera 
severe  and  advanced  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  There 
beds  for  13  men,  14  women,  and  seven  children.  Ti 
are,  in  addition,  two  small  wards  having  two  beds  ( 
where  advanced  cases  can  be  nursed  in  the  winter  mor 


re 

iy 

re 

re 

:h 


is, 


The  Chemical  Analyses  and  the  Bacteriological  W  rk 

is  all  done  at  the  Laboratory  at  the  Shirehall.  The  w  er 


25 


tn  the  pure  water  tank  at  the  City  Waterworks  is  bacterio- 
p’cally  reported  on  weekly  and  at  such  other  times  as 
ly  be  considered  necessary.  All  the  food  analyses  are 
ne  there,  and  also  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
abs  from  sore  throats,  and  of  the  sputum  from  suspected 
reported  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  There  were  1259 
aminations  made  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  the 
3orts  on  water,  milk,  and  foods. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  scheme  for  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  this 
sease  was  set  out  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1919.  It  has 
en  in  full  working  since  January,  1915,  but  partial 
ovision  for  hospital  treatment  was  made  in  the  Autumn 
1912.  The  City  Council  has  reserved  five  male  and  five 
male  beds  at  Knightwick  Sanatorium  for  early  cases  of 
ilmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  has  at  the  City  Hospital, 
ewtown  Road,  accommodation  in  open-air  pavilions  and 
:elters  for  14  women,  seven  children,  and  13  men.  There 
;e  also  two  small  wards  of  two  beds  each  for  very 
vanced  cases  that  cannot  be  treated  in  the  open-air 

I  ring  the  winter  months.  At  this  Hospital  severe  and 
vanced  cases  are  admitted,  and  in  some  instances  remain 
fere  until  they  die.  These  advanced  cases  are  especially 
1  ngerous  to  the  inmates  of  the  small  homes  from  which 
'ey  generally  come,  and  segregation  must  prevent  the 
iread  of  the  disease  in  their  families. 
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Non-pulmonary  cases  requiring  active  surgical  treatmer 
are  admitted  to  the  wards  of  the  General  Infirmary,  an 
the  City  Council  pays  for  their  maintenance  and  treatmen 
A  few  of  these  patients  are  treated  at  Newtown  in  cubick 
distinct  from  the  Pulmonary  cases,  when  no  active  surgic; 
treatment  is  necessary  and  are  much  improved  by  the 
stay  there. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Tuberculos 
Officer.  An  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Mary  Rol 
Mitchell,  was  appointed  in 
work  on  July  1st. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  approved  of  Dr.  Mitchell  ; 
Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  the  women  and  childn 
coming  to  the  Dispensary  are  under  her  care. 

A  whole-time  Tuberculosis  Nurse  attends  at  each  Clin 
visits  the  homes  of  the  patients  who  are  willing  to  1 
helped,  and  endeavours  to  see  that  the  advice  given  the 
respecting  the  prevention  of  infection  and  the  care  of  the 
own  health  is  carried  out  so  far  as  the  home  conditio 
allow. 

During  the  year  98  cases  were  notified,  69  being  Pi 
monary  and  29  Non-pulmonary  cases.  The  age  and  s<: 
distribution  of  these  cases  are  given  in  the  Table  heres: 
out. 


June,  1920,  and  began  hi 


o 

M 

ON 


u 

a 

<u 

>> 

QJ 


u, 

O 


in 

c 

o 

•  r— 4 

d 

u 

cc 

4-J 

o 

£ 


o 

«“ t 

o3 

g 

s 

m 


\ 

d 

o 

VC 

•;cu 
o  o  * 
2  w" 

C-  i— 

v*-  O  C 

o  >- 

.  r° 

o  ►"i 
£ 


rt  oj 

c  -c 

<3  o 

C/3  w 


£  J  -  § 

— 1  >“H  £  -rH 


<t’H  ’>  11110 J 

UO  SHOT] 

■B39POtf  P’*°L 


V) 

C  - 

3  M 

o  ^ 
vn  " 
£  e 
°  £ 
2  o 


o 

2 


'R°X 


in 

.  c 
>*  o 

!— i  .  r— i 

o  ti 

S  S 

•£  UZ 

pu<  '-5 
o 

2 


«*V.»  auoX 

.  UO  SUOl) 

-BoyuoN  ibjox 


< 


o 

£ 


C/3 

c 

.2 

+-» 

c3 

O 

VC 

4-> 

o 

2 


o 

2 


C/3 

G 

.2 

d 

O 

vC 

w 

o 

2 

>> 

)-> 

rt 

s 


1/3 

<D 

Ui 

< 


00  :  to 

.  Tj- 


o  :  vo 


N 


<N 


0  0 

CH  +-* 

LO  1 

1—1 

:  :  :  : 

■  : 

10  0 

0  1 

•  ^  . 

. 

.  • 

1— <  1 

•  •  * 

• 

•  • 

S' 

1 

. 

• 

. 

Jiapun  I 

•  *  •  • 

• 

•  • 

ov  :  o  ; 
ro.ro. 


es 

c 

o 

E, 

3' 

ft. 


•  C/3  C/3 

I  _c  </>  ,c 

4-1  CL3  » 
C/3  ^  1  C 
0/  ^ 

^  3^ 
=3 


<0  ;  ON 


*pn°x 

r^C/0  O  ^  rn 

ro  to  *—<  1— 4  hh 

65 

and 

up 

hh  1— t  to  ci  h-i  k-i  •  • 

vO  C  VO 

vo  ■*-’  VC 

M  h  tJ-  d  ;  ;  ;  ; 

10  O  >0 
*->  VO 

ro  ro  Cl  ;  :  h.  m 

1_0  O  >0  !  O'  14  H  •  *  •  HH  • 

ro  ^  'rr  •  :  :  : 

•oovol  •  t-N  to 

n  *-*  to  1  • 

O  C  vo 
n  N 

vo  :  m  *4  :  ;  ro  ; 

vo  c  0 

H4  —  M 

VOM,^‘l-l  to  H  Tj-  H 

O  O  vo 

l-H  '*~J  HH 

•  •  m  :  rj-  ;  r}-  m 

... 

VO  2  O 

2 

4 

I 

HH  2  VO 

HH  *  •  *  HH  •  M  ' 

O  2  4 

**••  W  N  *  | 

■ 

& 

OS 
c 

O  ■  r:  ir. 

£:  x.  w  .c 

—  <u  — -* 

*3  if)  to  '"CO  t3 

3  U  D  ^  «J 

fl.7;P  S3 

S3 

% 


Note. — The  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  1920. 
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Of  thi  69  Pulmonary  cases,  no  less  than  15  died  with 
three  months  of  the  date  of  notification  ;  1 1  of  these  die 
within  four  weeks  of  that  date. 

Of  the  39  male  Pulmonary  cases,  16  were  ex-servi: 
men.  No  ex-service  man  had  to  wait  for  more  than  a  f( 
days  before  being  admitted  to  a  Sanatorium,  if  he 
desired. 


The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  held  in  the  rooms  of  t: 
Provident  Dispensary  in  Bank  Street.  Three  clinics , 
week  are  held  there.  A  total  of  365  persons  were  sei 
and  examined,  and  1480  attendances  were  made  during  ti 
year.  All  the  persons  notified  who  were  willing  to  acce: 
help  from  the  Council’s  scheme,  contacts  from  the  famil  > 
of  the  notified  persons,  and  persons  sent  by  the  medid 
men  of  the  City  for  consultation,  were  all  seen  a  1 
examined  and  dealt  with  as  their  condition  required.  T 2 
contacts  are  kept  under  observation  for  many  months. 


The  Insurance  Committee,  on  the  advice  of  the  Tub- 
culosis  Officer,  ordered  domiciliary  treatment  for  10  perso  . 
Eight  of  these  persons  died  in  less  than  three  months.  ;  1 
the  persons  had  been  in  Institutions  or  had  been  attendi* 
the  Dispensary  up  to  the  time  domiciliary  treatment  wS 
ordered. 


The  School  Medical  Officer  notified  two  children  s 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  both  wp 
treated  at  a  Sanatorium.  Many  other  children  were  si  t 
to  the  Dispensary  for  examination,  and  most  of  the  conta  s 
examined  were  children  of  school  age. 


e 


Knightwick  Sanatorium.— The  Council  reserves 
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ids  for  men  and  five  for  women  at  this  Institution.  So 
r  as  vacancies  allow,  only  the  early  cases  are  sent  there, 
n  January  1st,  1920,  there  were  four  men  and  one  woman 
the  beds.  During  the  year  17  men  (12  of  these  ex- 
:rvice  men),  11  women  and  six  children  were  admitted. 

Of  the  patients  notified  during  1920,  13  males  and  seven 
males  were  treated  at  Knightwick. 

Newtown  Hospital. — During  the  year  37  men  (23  were 
^-service  men),  27  women,  and  18  children  were  admitted, 
ive  men  and  two  women  remained  there  until  their 
iaths.  Six  of  the  women  were  admitted  from  other  local 
uthorities. 

Never  since  the  passing  of  the  Insurance  Act  has  there 
ien  any  “waiting  list”  of  persons  willing  to  go  to  a 
sidential  institution.  This  statement  applies  to  insured 
id  non-insured  persons  and  their  dependants. 

1  Nnn-pulmonary  cases  are  received  at  Newtown  Hospital, 


fther  to  improve  their  health  before  operation,  or  after 
leraiion  has  taken  place  and  when  active  surgical  treat- 
ent  is  not  needed.  Nine  such  cases  were  admitted  during 
)20,  with  great  benefit  to  their  condition. 

The  patients  who  are  confined  to  the  homes  and  need 
.irsing  are  well  looked  after  by  the  District  Nurses  of  the 
ty  and  County  Nursing  Institution. 

The  local  Insurance  Committee  has  provided  extra 
)urishment  for  several  of  the  insured  persons  who  were 
tereby  enabled  to  maintain  their  strength  after  discharge 
om  institutions. 


The  Council  has  three  open-air  Shelters  which  are  loae 
to  patients  whose  housing  accommodation  is  bad,  and  n 
have  gardens  in  which  the  Shelters  can  be  placed.  f 
Shelters  are  always  in  use. 

A  Care  Committee  for  tuberculous  persons  is  gre  1 
needed.  The  Health  Committee  has  from  time  to  n 
granted  small  sums  of  money  which  has  been  expende  i 
providing  the  clothing  necessary  for  residence  in  an  0  r 
air  Institution.  The  poor  are  frequently  badly  and  scaiil 
clothed.  To  preserve  their  body’s  warmth,  the  doors  n 
windows  of  their  rooms  are  closed,  producing  an  ati o* 
phere  calculated  to  foster  the  development  of  Tubercuhi 

The  three  conditions  that  lead  to  the  increase  of  Tiei 
culosis  are  bad  housing,  inadequate  food,  and  insufficr 
and  improper  clothing.  If  these  could  be  eliminatec  h 
problem  would  be  a  comparatively  easy  one  to  deal  '  tl 
We  cannot  look  forward  to  much  improvement  so  lor  a 
the  present  unhappy  social  conditions  exist. 


The  Public  Health  (Venereal  Disease. 

Regulations,  1916. 

This  scheme  for  the  free  treatment  of  these  disease:  ia 
been  in  work  since  July  1st,  1917.  The  Council  signc  ai 
agreement  with  the  Committee  of  the  General  I nfirr  ry 
and  the  Committee  undertook  to  provide  treatment  f(  ai 
comers.  A  member  of  the  Honorary  Staff  of  th< 
Infirmary  is  the  Medical  Officer,  and  holds  two  dins. 
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-eek,  one  for  men  and  one  for  women.  Arrangements  are 
lade  whereby  anyone  can  'apply  for  treatment  between  the 
ays  on  which  the  clinics  are  held  and  the  House  Surgeon 
ives  that  treatment,  and  also  supervises,  at  stated  times, 
reatment  ordered  by  the  Medical  Officer. 

The  following  are  statistics  supplied  by  the  Medical 
)fficer  of  the  cases  treated  during  the  year : — 


Persons  Persons 


New 

cases 

discharged 

discharged 

Total 

suffering 

from 

treatment 

completed. 

treatment 
not  completed. 

attendances. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

yphilis . 

•••  39 

16 

4 

3 

3  3 

588 

146 

Gonorrhoea  . . 

lot  Venereal 

...  36 

2 

5 

4 

3  2 

1 63  7 

29 

Diseases 

...  25 

I  I 

— 

— 

107 

95 

For  Syphilis  there  were  69  male  and  33  female  “  in- 
atient  days”;  and  for  Gonorrhoea  59  male  and  one  female 
in-patient  days.” 

Salvarsan  substitutes  were  administered  to  80  males  and 
7  females,  and  38  r  doses  were  given  to  these  patients. 

Twenty-one  persons  had  in-patient  treatment  for  Syphilis, 
nd  five  for  Gonorrhoea. 

No  modification  of  the  scheme  has  taken  place  during 
920.  The  Medical  Officer  is  able  to  deal  with  all  the 
atients  during  the  hours  appointed.  The  Health  Com- 
aittee  have  now  under  consideration  a  suggestion  that 
aere  shall  be  two  clinics  a  week  for  men  and  for  women. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  statistics  given  above  that 
omparatively  few  women  avail  themselves  of  this  free 
reatment,  and  that  five  out  of  18  ceased  attendance  before 
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the  treatment  was  completed.  That  women  will  not  atttd 
in  many  instances  is  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  e 
Ante-natal  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  at  which  the  women  vc 
are  advised  to  go  to  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  decl  e 
to  do  so,  alleging  that  anyone  going  to  the  Genu! 
Infirmary  Out-patient  Department  on  that  particular  af h 
noon  is  marked  down  as  suffering  from  these  disea  s, 
The  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  there!  e 
treats  these  women  with  medicines  in  use  before  Salvar.ti 
was  discovered,  and  with  good  results. 

There  are  seven  medical  practitioners  in  the  City  uc 
are  qualified  to  receive  free  supplies  of  Salvarsan  substitu :s 
and  who  have  been  given  98  doses  during  the  year. 

The  pathological  examinations  are  all  made  at  a  cenal 


laboratory  at  Birmingham  : — 

Detection  of 

Detection  of 

Wasse 

Spirochetes. 

Gonococci. 

tes 

From  the  Centre  .  8 

106 

I L 

From  Medical  Practitioners  0 

8 

f 

4 

Ante-natal  Clinics .  — 

13 

No  action  under  the  Venereal  Diseases  Act,  1917,  as 
been  taken  during  the  year. 

The  standard  of  sex  morality  in  the  nation  musDe 
raised  if  the  amount  of  these  diseases  are  to  be  reducccas 
they  are  chiefly  due  to  promiscuous  sex  intercourse.  ' 

“  We  cannot  look  for  any  considerable  raising  of  ae 
standard  of  sex  morality  until  public  opinion  cease;  to 
condone  prostitution,  and  until  indulgence  in  promiscius 
sex  intercourse  is  no  longer  considered  by  the  citize  a 
matter  of  individual  concern  only,  but  is  regarded  as 
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nduct  of  an  anti-social  character.  The  important 
lestion  thus  arises  whether,  and  to  what  extent,  State 
tion  should  be  invoked  to  influence  public  opinion  in  thus 
sapproving  of  promiscuous  sex  intercourse.” 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Midwives’  Act,  1902. — There  were  18  Midwives,  all 
rtified  and  trained,  practising  in  the  City  during  the 
ar  1920.  Five  of  these  were  on  the  Staff  of  the  County 
d  City  Nursing  Institution,  and  the  others  were  in 

actise  on  their  own  account.  There  were  116^5  births 

l 

gistered,  352  births  more  than  last  year.  The  Midwives 
.ended  1028  cases.  Medical  assistance  was  requested,  in 
cordance  with  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board, 
the  Midwives  in  198  instances — in  144  cases  it  was  on 
count  of  the  mother,  and  in  54  cases  on  account  of  the 
ant. 

Inspection  of  Midwives. — The  Midwives’  registers  and 

Idiances,  and  in  a  few  cases  the  homes,  were  inspected  by 
Midwives’  Inspector,  and  no  infringement  of  the  Rules 
the  Central  Midwives’  Board  was  found,  but  a  few  minor 
ggestions  were  made  and  willingly  carried  out  by  the 
fdwives.  There  was  no  special  inspection  of  their  work, 
d  cases  of  still-births  notified  by  the  Midwives,  of 
ohthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  of  Puerperal  Fever  were 
uired  into  and  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors. 

i Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.— In  obeyance  with 

■ 
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this  Act,  1 15  I  live-births  and  35  still-births  were  notific 
during  the  past  year,  1060  by  Midwives,  126  by  Doctoi 
by  Maternity  Nurses,  or  by  Parents.  There  were  c 
notifications  of  illegitimate  births,  17  per  cent,  fewer  the 
last  year.  Twenty-three  of  the  infants  born  died  befo 
the  first  visit  was  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  on  t! 
eleventh  day  after  birth. 

There  were  975  (an  increase  of  405  on  last  yea 
numbers)  names  placed  on  the  Register  of  the  Heal 
Visitors,  and  all  of  these  babies  were  visited  by  them. 

Midwives’  Act,  1918. — The  payments  made  by  the  Lod 
Supervising  Authority  to  medical  men  for  attendance  *i 
women  and  infants  at  confinements,  when  the  midwife 
case  of  emergency  as  defined  in  the  Rules  of  the  Cent,! 
Midwives  Board,  calls  in  to  her  assistance  a  register  1 
medical  practitioner,  numbered  91.  The  Ministry  f 
Health  arranged  a  scale  of  fees,  and  the  amount  paid  1 
Worcester  to  doctors  was  ,£128  14s.  6d.  Of  this  su 
£$  15s.  6d.  was  recovered  by  the  Local  Supervise 
Authority  during  1920  from  the  patients. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Act,  1918. 

(1)  Midwives. — The  Local  Authority  has  paid  to  M - 
wives  their  fee  for  attendance  on  patients  up  to  15/-  r 
each  case  where  the  patient  could  not  afford  that  si  1. 
There  is  a  very  good  service  of  Midwives  in  the  City,  «d 
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1  maintain  this  it  is  hoped  that  the  remuneration  for  the 
[idwives  will  be  further  increased  by  the  Local  Authority, 
here  is  no  Maternity  Home  in  Worcester  where  women 
in  be  confined  and  so  avoid  the  risks  due  to  unsuitable 
pvironment  which  are  daily  run.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the 
?ar  future  when  the  present  economic  depression  has 
iissed,  that  the  City  Council  will  further  perfect  its 
aternity  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes  by  providing  a 
aternity  Home.  Cases  requiring  surgical  help  are  received 
to  the  Wards  of  the  General  Infirmary. 

The  Local  Authority  paid  to  Mid  wives  during  the  year 
,es  amounting  to  £3 1  13s.  od.,  for  attendance  on  59 
itients  from  whom  the  Midwife  could  not  obtain  payment. 

(2)  “  Home  Helps.”— The  number  of  the  much  appre- 
ated  “  Home  Helps”  provided  during  1920  has  been  55. 
lie  “  Home  Helps  ”  are  generally  allowed  for  two  weeks, 
id  the  sums  paid  in  each  case  has  varied  with  the  amount 
•  work  done.  The  total  cost  of  providing  these  “  Home 
elps”  during  the  past  year  has  been  ,£65  19s.  od. 

(3)  Dental  Treatment  for  Expectant  and  Nursing 
others. —  Hie  expectant  and  nursing  mother  is  beginning 
1  realise  the  necessity  of  the  care  of  the  teeth.  Twenty- 
!e  patients  were  treated  during  1920 — six  for  extractions, 

for  extractions  and  new  dentures,  and  eight  for  dentures 
(ly.  A  sum  of  ,£175  7s.  od.  was  paid  for  the  work,  and 
47  los.  od.  was  received  from  the  patients. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. — Cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Measles, 
hooping  Cough,  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  Bronchial  Pneu^ 
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monia,and  other  children’s  ailments  are  nursed  and  attende< 
to  by  the  District  Nurses  attached  to  the  County  and  Cit 
Nursing  Institution,  and  this  nursing  has  been  mo< 
satisfactorily  done.  The  Council  continue  to  pay  a 
inclusive  fee  of  ^50  a  year  for  this  work. 

(5)  Hospital  Treatment  for  Children  under  five  years.- 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  are  treated  at  tl 
Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  the  sum  of  one  guinea  p< 
case.  In  the  middle  of  October,  1920,  Collosol  Argentu; 
was  supplied  to  the  Midwives  from  the  Health  Offic 
No  statistics  are  yet  available  to  show  whether  tl 
routine  treatment  with  Collosol  Argentum  will  act  succes 
fully  as  a  prophylactic  for  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  Tl 
Committee  of  the  General  Infirmary  agreed  during  1920 
receive  children  under  five  years  for  treatment,  payme 
being  made  by  the  City  Council  on  an  agreed  scale. 

(6)  The  Day  Nursery  at  54,  Lowesmoor, — The  atten 

ances  decreased  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  fell  tc. 
daily  average  of  15.  This  decrease  was  due  to  t: 
unemployment  of  mothers.  The  Nursery  has  be 
satisfactorily  run,  and  the  mothers  greatly  appreciate  t : 
benefits  the  children  derive  from  the  careful  attention  ) 
their  health  and  habits.  The  total  cost  of  the  Day  Nurse r 
for  the  year  ending  1920  was  £y\  1  1  is.  od.,  and  ,£194  9s. : . 
was  received  from  the  parents  or  guardians,  and  in  a  f/ 
cases  from  the  Infant  Health  Society  who  most  generous 
undertook  the  payments  of  a  few  necessitous  cases. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children  Order,  1918). — In  circur 
65,  dated  7th  January,  1920,  the  Minister  of  Hea^i 


37 


eminded  the  Local  Authorities  of  his  circular  letter  of  the 
; 3 th  October,  1919,  in  which  he  urged  Local  Authorities 
vhere  necessary  to  extend  the  arrangements  for  the  supply 
)f  milk  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children 
inder  five,  and  to  make  known  generally  in  their  district 
:he  arrangements  which  they  made  to  afford  such  a  supply. 

The  Minister  of  Health  suggested  that  children  under 
18  months  should  have  one  pint  and  a  half  daily,  and 
children  between  18  months  and  5  years  one  pint  daily. 
The  quantity  for  nursing  and  expectant  mothers  was  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Centre  who  in 
necessitous  cases  prescribed  one  pint  daily  during  the  last 
two  months  of  pregnancy. 

Before  every  mother  received  milk  for  herself  or  her 
infant,  an  enquiry  was  made  regarding  her  husband’s  wage, 
:he  weekly  wages  of  other  members  of  the  family  and 
Dther  sources  of  income,  the  number  of  persons  in  the 
"amily,  and  the  rent.  In  most  cases  the  employers  were 
isked  to  verify  the  information  regarding  wages.  Enquiries 
were  also  made  at  the  Naval  and  Military  War  Pensions 
Office  and  at  the  Labour  Bureau  regarding  the  statements 
made  on  the  form  given  to  the  patient.  Because  of  the 
fluctuation  in  the  husband’s  work  and  wages  the  clerical 
work  connected  with  the  distribution  of  milk,  either  free  or 
below  cost  price  according  to  scales  of  income  fixed  by  the 
Health  Committee,  had  become  so  vast  that  the  Welfare 
staff  found  it  difficult  to  perform  its  ordinary  routine  work. 
(The  expression  “  milk  ”  includes  any  preparation  of  milk 
which  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
or  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre). 
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In  the  circular  23  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  th 
following  is  extracted: — “The  Minister  trusts  that  Loc; 
Authorities  will  take  all  possible  steps  on  the  lines  suggeste 
in  this  circular  to  secure  that  expectant  and  nursin 
mothers  and  young  children  in  their  districts  shall  not  suff< 
during  the  coming  Winter  from  a  shortage  of  milk  owin 
to  the  inability  to  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  at  prices  whic 
they  can  afford  to  pay.” 

%  j 

This  the  City  Council  took  steps  to  secure  drawing  1 
a  reasonable  scale,  passed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  t 
which  the  persons  eligible  for  milk  either  free  or  at 
reduced  price  could  obtain  an  adequate  supply. 

The  general  arrangements  for  attending  to  the  health 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children,  are 
follows : — 

There  were  for  the  first  eight  months  of  1920,  th r 
Health  Visitors  :  two,  each  taking  half  of  the  City,  and  tl 
third  (half  of  her  salary  being  paid  by  the  Infant  Heal 
Society)  taking  the  ante-natal  work  of  the  whole  City, 
much  required  fourth  Health  Visitor,  whose  salary  is  whol 
paid  by  the  Infant  Health  Society,  was  added  to  tl 
Welfare  staff  in  October,  1920,  when  the  City  was  divkl 
into  four  districts,  each  Health  Visitor  supervising  one. 

The  Health  Visitors  have  done  most  noble  and  excelle: 
work.  They  have  made  6535  visits  to  children  ' 
regarding  children  under  five  years,  and  paid  1280  visits  > 
nursing  or  expectant  mothers  ;  6919  cases  have  been  se 
by  them  when  visiting  4761  different  homes. 
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Ante-natal  Clinic. — During  the  past  year  734  expectant 
lothers  have  conic  for  advice  to  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  , 
f  these  260  were  referred  to  the  doctor.  there  weie  932 
-turn  attendances,  of  which  194  required  medical  advice. 

The  following  numbers,  taken  from  the  Quarterly 
.eports,  show  the  statistics  for  the  year: — 


No.  of  patients 
who  paid 
first  visits. 

No.  of  patients 
who  paid 
return  visits. 

First  Quarter 

...  160 

189 

Second  Quarter 

I3I 

335 

Third  Quarter 

324 

...  192 

Fourth  Quarter 

119 

216 

734 

932 

The  average  attendance  at  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  was  19 
)  20,  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  was  1666  ;  454 
ere  seen  by  the  doctor,  a  few  of  these  were  referred  to  the 
r.D.  officer  for  treatment,  a  few  to  their  own  doctors  on 
rcount  of  albuminuria  heart  trouble  and  contracted  pelvis, 


nd  the  remainder  were  advised,  and  in  some  cases  tieated, 
)r  minor  ailments,  principally  constipation  and  vaiicose 
sins.  The  patients  on  the  whole  attending  the  Clinic 
ave  been  wonderfully  healthy. 


During  the  year  2882  dinners  have  been  provided  for 
scessitous  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  at  a  total  cost 
f  £185  6s.  od.  The  benefits  the  mothers  have  derived 
om  having  sufficient  nourishment,  are  shown  by  the  fact 
lat  in  almost  every  case  the  mother  has  been  able  to 
ickle  her  child  or  children  (twins),  and  the  babies  boin 
ave  been,  without  exception,  fine  healthy  infants. 


♦ 
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Child  Welfare  Clinics. —The  numbers  attending  t: 
Clinics  at  the  Bank  Street  Dispensary  on  Wednesdays  ail 
Fridays  were  so  large  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  re-op 
St.  Clement’s  and  St.  Paul’s  Clinics — the  former  on  Fe 
ruary  26th,  1920,  the  latter  on  March  nth,  1920.  Bo. 
Clinics  had  been  closed  in  March,  1919,  due  to  stress  of  wo 
of  the  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  the  Maternity  and  Chi. 
Welfare '^Department.  The  re-opening  of  these  Clini; 
relieved  the  congestion  of  the  other  Clinics  considerab  i\ 
but  it  was  found  necessary  to  further  reduce  the  numbe, 
and  a  third  Clinic  was  opened  on  Mondays,  at  Bank  Stre  , 
on  August  30th,  1920,  and  on  October  19th  a  second  Clin 
was  started  at  St.  Paul’s. 
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The  premises  at  Bank  Street  (The  Dispensary)  e 
hardly  in  accordance  with  the  primary  function,  n air ly 
prevention,  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work,  a 
looking  at  the  annexed  Table  of  figures  it  will  be  nothc 
that  over  5,000  visits  of  children  under  five,  most  of  u 
children  were  under  one  year,  were  paid  to  the  rooms  a 
Ptiblie  Dispensary ,  where  all  manner  of  patients  re 
examined  and  diseases  prescribed  for,  including  Tul  r 
culosis.  Children  under  two  years  are  most  susceptibl  tc 
Tuberculosis. 


The  rooms  at  Bank  Street  (The  Dispensary)  are  cleax 
and  disinfected  regularly,  that  is  the  floors,  but  there  n  s 
be  millions  of  micro-organisms  lurking  in  crevices  ic 
corners  of  walls,  windows,  forms,  chairs  and  desks,  and  i< 
in  these  very  rooms  that  three  of  the  largest  Clinics  r< 
held,  because  more  suitable  premises  could  not  be  obtai  d 


The  Infant  Health  Society  provides  tea  at  both  it 
Paul’s  Clinics,  and,  when  possible,  talks  or  classes  for  ic 
mothers  are  held.  The  inadequate  accommodation  at  ic 
other  Clinics  makes  it  impossible  to  hold  classes  in  o 
nection  with  these  Clinics.  The  Ministry  of  Health  sugg  ts 
educational  classes  in  the  Hygiene  of  Pregnancy  Mot  r- 
craft,  making  garments  for  the  baby,  etc.  This  wrl< 
cannot  be  undertaken  properly  until  the  Maternity 
Child  Welfare  Department  can  secure  adequate  premisi. 


id 


There  have  been  ten  Voluntary  Workers  helping  at 
Clinics  during  the  latter  half  of  the  past  year.  They  1 
assisted  in  weighing  the  babies,  keeping  the  we 
registers,  making  tea,  and  amusing  the  children. 
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i:  at  the  various  Clinics  would  be  still  further  facilitated 
(extended  if  the  number  of  Voluntary  Workers  was 
nented. 

c 

/  each  Clinic  the  Infant  Health  Society  provides  a 
a  from  which  garments  of  approved  material  and  shape 
ne  bought  at  cost  price  by  the  mothers.  The  garments 
lare  generously  made  by  members  of  this  Society. 


lere  is  one  Sewing  Class  held  by  a  Voluntary  Worker, 
juite  a  number  of  mothers  from  the  different  Clinics 
v  attended  regularly,  and  have  greatly  appreciated  the 
ice  and  instruction  given. 

he  work  at  the  Clinics  has  been  greatly  facilitated  and 
ijnded  during  the  latter  half  of  1920  because  of  the 
acceptable  and  kindly  assistance  of  the  Voluntary 


iC 


hkers,  to  whom  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
hare  Staff  offer  their  very  grateful  thanks. 


he  aim  of  the  Clinic  is  to  create  there  such  an  atmos- 
ib  of  brightness,  happiness,  and  learning,  that  the  time 
k t  by  the  mothers  at  the  various  Clinics  should  be  an 
testing  interlude  in  the  humdrum  life  of  a  care-worn 
cier,  a  respite  from  dull  or  worrying  toil,  a  place  where 
lenind  finds  new  interests,  where  light  breaks  in  un¬ 
lived,  and  the  lamp  of  learning  is  found  ;  this  surely 
od  be  a  “  School  for  Mothers.” 


his  aim  has  been  partially  attained  with  the  help  of 
Voluntary  Workers,  but,  if  the  goal  is  to  be  reached 
uc ."ssfully,  many  more  helpers  will  be  required.  * 


be  Infant  death-rate  reckoned  on  per  thousand  births 
r  ie  past  year  was  67.  The  slight  increase  in  the  death- 
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rate  may  be  due  to  an  increased  percentage  of  Prem  i 
Births,  to  an  increased  percentage  of  Infants  born  i 
Congenital  Defects,  and  to  an  increased  percenta^ 
deaths  due  to  Marasmus  and  Debility.  The  percent?: 
deaths  due  to  prematurity  to  the  total  Infant  deaths  d  ii 
the  past  year  was  32  ;  in  1916,  when  the  death-rate  w;  ; 
it  was  33,  and  in  1914  the  death-rate  was  87  and  tho( 
centage  37.  Again,  in  1919,  when  the  death-rate  w?  ( 
the  percentage  was  only  26,  and  in  1918,  when  the  d it 
rate  was  60  (the  lowest  death-rate  on  record),  thex 
centage  was  27.  The  number  of  premature  Infants  0 
is  bound  to  influence  the  death-rate. 

The  percentage  of  children  dying  from  Syphilis  ai 
Congenital  Defects  has  been  higher  during  the  past 
than  it  has  been  for  many  years  in  Worcester. 
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Still-births. — The  number  of  still-births  notified  in  ic o 
was  35.  In  22  of  the  cases  medical  men  were  in  attei  - 
ance  ;  the  remaining  13  cases  were  notified  by  Midwive:  I 

The  duration  of  intra-uterine  life  in  the  35  cases  was  s 
follows  : — Under  six  months,  6  ;  from  six  to  seven  mont;, 
3  ;  from  seven  to  eight  months,  4  ;  full  time,  22. 

As  regards  the  condition  of  the  foetus,  1 5  were  macera  d 
and  20  not  macerated. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  62’8  per  cent,  of  the  cases  e 
still-births  occurred  at  full  time,  while  in  42^8  per  cent)f 
the  cases  the  foetus  had  died  some  considerable  time  befe 
labour  set  in. 

Special  enquiries  were  made  into  the  13  still-bins 
notified  by  the  Midwives,  and  the  following  Table  shns 


the  facts  obtained. 

Premature. 

Full  Timj 

Cause.  Macerated. 

Non- 

Macerated. 

Macerated. 

No 

Macen 

Fall  ...  — 

— 

...  1 

•  •  • 

Deformed..  — 

> — 

1 

•  •  • 

Malpresentation  1 

— 

1 

•  •  • 

Over-exertion  — 

I 

I 

•  •  • 

Unknown...  3 

I 

...  1 

•  •  • 

E* 

•  •  * 

Incidence  of  the  Diseases  that  occur 

amo 

Women  and 

young 

Children. 

(1)  Puerperal  Fever. — During  the  year  three  cases  v  re 
reported.  All  of  them  recovered,  two  being  treated  at 


' ;  and  one  at  the  General  Infirmary,  where  it  was  sent 
e  doctor  who  was  called  in  for  the  confinement.  The 
t  died  at  the  Infirmary  three  weeks  after  birth. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — There  were  26  cases 
ed,  and  all  the  patients  recovered  satisfactorily.  In 
ase  was  the  sight  of  an  eye  in  any  way  damaged. 
>en  of  the  patients  were  treated  in  the  Out-patient 
irtment  of  the  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  and  eight  otheis 
leir  own  medical  men. 

Measles  and  Rubella.— These  were  not  notifiable 
ses  during  the  year  1920.  The  Health  Visitors  found 
children  suffering  from  Measles  when  visiting  the 
Us.  There  were  14  deaths  from  Measles  duiing  the 
two  of  these  were  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
11  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years. 

)  Whooping  Cough. — 1  his  is  not  a  notifiable  disease, 
he  Health  Visitors  reported  69  children  whom  they 
d  when  visiting  at  the  homes.  There  were  10  deaths 
tered  from  the  disease,  one  being  under  12  months 
the  others  being  all  under  the  age  of  five  yeais. 

le  City  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the  Nursing 
tution,  of  the  Tything,  to  visit  and  nurse  all  cases  of 
sles,  Whooping  Cough,  etc.,  which  are  brought  to  their 
;e,  and  the  help  of  the  District  Nurses  in  this  matter 

most  valuable. 


)  Epidemic  Diarrhoea.— There  was  very  little  Diarrhoea 
ie  City  during  the  year.  One  death  occuired  from 


48 


Diarrhoea  in  the  First  quarter  of  the  year,  two  Y< 
Enteritis,  two  during  the  Second  quarter,  one  durinjt 
Third,  and  three  during  the  Fourth. 

(6)  Epidemic  Influenza.— There  was  no  epiden; 
Influenza  during  1920,  a  few  cases  only  occurring  scaei 
through  the  City. 


Sanitary  Administration. 


(1)  Sfaff. — Consists  of  (r)  the  Medical  Officer  of  F 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  City  Hospitals  and  who 
Tuberculosis  Officer  ;  (2)  a  lady  Assistant  Medical  ( 
of  Health  and  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer,  who 
all  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work,  also  the  1 
culosis  Dispensary  Clinic  for  women  and  children 
visits  the  City  Hospital  as  may  be  necessary  ;  (3) 
Sanitary  Inspector,  who  supervises  the  work  of  the  Ass 
Inspectors,  inspects  the  slaughtering  of  animals,  and  ( 
out  the  duties  of  food  inspection  ;  (4)  Two  Ass 
Inspectors,  each  having  one  half  the  City  area,  an< 
forming  all  the  duties  of  an  Inspector  in  that  area. 
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(2)  Hospital  Accommodation. —  The  City  Ho 
Newtown  Road,  with  accommodation  for  Scarlet  . 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  all  ample  for  the  needs  ( 
City.  Adjoining  are  open-air  pavilions  for  the  trea 
of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  where  moderat 
advanced  cases  of  this  disease  are  admitted. 


i' 

1 

)< 

a 


A  separate  Smallpox  Hospital  is  situated  nec 
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iadine  Road,  two  miles  from  the  City,  and  is  always 
in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  patients. 


)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are 

e  at  the  Laboratory  at  the  Shirehall  in  the  City.  1  he 
water  is  examined  weekly,  and  more  often  if  thought 
ssary.  Swabs  from  persons  suspected  of  having 
kitheria,  sputum  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli  (240  during 
year),  and  other  bacteriological  work  is  successfully 
skilfully  carried  out  at  this  Laboratory. 

.)  Housing.—  The  general  housing  conditions  in  the 
']•  have  not  greatly  improved  during  1920.  There  have 
,ei  16  new  houses  completed  during  the  year,  and  plans 
3  he  erection  of  30  new  houses  have  been  approved. 

he  shortage  of  houses  still  exists,  but  the  building  of 
e  houses  on  the  sites  approved  by  the  Ministry  is  pro- 
rising  and  the  acute  shortage  will  thereby  be  relieved. 

he  very  abnormal  conditions  of  trade  make  it  difficult 
orecast  what  the  demands  for  houses  will  be.  The 
pletion  of  new  factories  and  their  working  may  absorb 


men  now  unemployed. 


)  Overcrowding.— This  may  be  of  more  than  one  kind. 
4  iay  be  looked  at  as  a  matter  of  cubic  space  per  room 
person  ;  or  from  the  point  of  view  of  decency,  when 
xs  and  girls  have  to  occupy  the  same  room  or  the  room 
nvhich  their  parents  sleep.  The  latter  kind  of  over¬ 
riding  is  by  far  the  more  serious,  and  among  the  very 
x-,  who  as  a  rule  have  the  larger  families,  is  most 
di cult  to  deal  with,  as  their  wages  do  not  permit  them  to 


occupy  a  house  with  a  sufficient  number  of  bedrooms,  h 
measures  necessary  to  remedy  this  kind  of  overcrown 
do  not  fall  within  the  powers  of  a  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  standard  of  cubic  feet  of  air  per  adult  per  roo  i 
350.  Two  children  under  10  years  count  as  one  at  li 
This  is  a  poor  enough  standard,  especially  in  the  11 
ventilated  houses  to  which  it  is  applied. 

The  eight  cases  of  overcrowding  as  regards  cubic  sjjq 
that  were  discovered  were  dealt  with  by  using  the  par  u 
as  a  bedroom,  or  by  sleeping  some  of  the  family  in  adja  n 
houses. 

As  pertaining  to  this  question,  an  inspection  during  hi 
early  months  of  1921  of  827  working-class  houses  is 
covered  that  54  of  these  houses  were  occupied  by  nr 
than  one  family.  It  is  certain  that  this  was  due  eithr  ti 
poverty  or  to  lack  of  houses.  The  streets  inspected  n 
sisted  of  a  poor  class  of  house  property,  which  coul  il 
afford  to  accommodate  more  than  one  family  in  <  cl 
house.  1 1 

The  measures  necessary  for  dealing  with  overcrow*  4 
are  the  provision  of  new  houses,  and  at  a  rent  which  h( 
wages  of  the  working  man  will  enable  him  to  pay. 

(6)  Fitness  of  Houses. — The  Health  Committee  as 
visited  during  the  year  157  houses  where  the  conditior  0: 
living  have  been  unsatisfactory,  and  did  not  come  u  tc 
the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Council  in  December,  1  9 

Of  these  157  houses,  representations  as  being  unfit  01 
human  habitation  were  made  by  your  Medical  Offic<  oi 
Health  as  regards  54  houses,  and  Closing  Orders  were  nde 
against  50. 
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The  general  defects  are — insufficient  light  and  air  around 
te  houses,  want  of  adequate  ventilation  to  the  house,  a 
:k  of  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation,  and  minor 
(fects  in  the  structure  and  cleanliness  of  the  interiors. 

Of  the  50  houses  on  which  Closing  Orders  were  served, 
le  have  been  voluntarily  demolished  by  the  owners,  and 
ght  others  are  void.  Of  the  remaining  houses,  10  can  be 
ude  fit,  the  others  will  be  demolished.  Further  action 
dinot  be  taken  until  houses  are  provided  for  the  tenants. 
During  the  War,  and  since,  owners  have  found  great 
(hculty  in  maintaining  their  houses  in  a  proper  state, 
-<fincr  to  shortage  of  labour  and  materials.  Now  these 
enditions  are  improving,  and  defects  of  structure  and  of 
eanliness  are  being  remedied.  The  Health  Committee, 
<  hough  anxious  to  carry  out  the  resolution  of  the  Council 
(  December,  1919,  have  been  obliged  to  modify  their 
t mauds  for  these  improvements,  and  substitute  less 
mquate  measures  until  further  housing  accommodation 
Is  been  provided,  and  the  houses  now  back-to-back  can 
1  made  into  through  houses. 

Apart  from  the  Closing  Orders  made  under  the  Housing 
uts,  the  sanitary  improvements  have  been  carried  out  by 
nans  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

7)  Unhealthy  areas.— It  is  not  possible  to  deal  with 
ihealthy  areas  until  there  is  a  good  prospect  of  sufficient 
hv  houses  being  built  to  accommodate  the  occupiers  of 
t:  houses  that  would  be  removed  on  these  areas. 

Three  areas  that  will  require  to  be  dealt  with  were  out- 
1  sd  in  the  survey  of  the  City  asked  for  by  the  Government 
i  October,  1919. 


5* 


(8)  Byelaws  relating  to  Houses,  Houses  let  in  Lod. 
ings,  etc. — The  Byelaws  relating  to  the  building  of  ny 
houses  have  not  been  revised.  The  Byelaws  relating  > 
Hou  ses  let  in  Lodgings  are  in  need  of  revision,  and  t : 
Health  Committee  will  be  asked  to  re-consider  th«i 
during  192 1. 


The  following  Appendix  on  Housing  Conditions  Is 
been  sent  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — • 

HOUSING. 


Appendices. 


1. 


2. 

3- 

4- 

5- 
6. 

7- 


1. — General. 


Estimated  population... 

General  death-rate 

Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  of  all  kinds  ... 
Infantile  mortality 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  of  all  classes 


...50,00c 

i'  1 
]  6 
6; 

...11,13c 


Number  of  working-class  dwellinghouses  ...  about  8,00c 
Number  of  new  working-class  dwellinghouses  erected  it: 

.  2. —  Unfit  Dzvellhighouses. 

/. — Inspection. 


1.  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  hous¬ 

ing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  2,  5 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ... 
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;  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  54 

(.Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  1 60 


//. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice. 

smber  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers 


35 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 


I 


Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919  : — 

t.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 
2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 
rendered  fit : — 


Nil 


(a)  by  Owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention 
to  close 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


I 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act : — 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  : — 

(a)  by  Owners 


920 
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(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909  : — 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ... 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwell¬ 
inghouses  having  been  rendered  fit 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

5.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 

6.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  volun¬ 

tarily  for  which  Closing  Orders  were  made.. 

j. —  U nhealthy  A  reas. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 
Improvement  Schemes  under  (a)  Part  I.,  or  (b) 
Part  II.  of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

1.  Name  of  area 

2.  Acreage 

3.  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area 

4.  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  dis¬ 

placed 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  Building 
Byelaws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority 
under  Section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  Act,  1919 
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engaged  on  Housing  work  with,  briefly,  the 
ies  of  each  officer  : — 

There  are  two  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  each 
has  one  half  the  area  of  the  City  for  Housing  and  all 
other  duties  relating  to  their  office.  Their  work  is 
directed  and  supervised  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Ralph 
Taylor. 
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TABLE  II.— Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1920  and  Ten 

Previous  Years. 


Year. 

1 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

2 

Births. 

Tot  a  1,  Deaths 

Registered 

IN  THE 

District. 

Transferable 

Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 

the  District. 

Un¬ 

corrected 

Number. 

3 

Nett. 

of  Non- 
Residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

8 

of  Residents 
not 

registered 
in  the 
District. 

9 

Under  I  Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number 

4 

Rate. 

5 

Number 

* 

6 

Rate. 

7 

Number 

* 

10 

Rate  per 
1000  nett 
births 

II 

Number. 

* 

12 

Rate. 

13 

1910 

47,885 

I095 

2  2  ‘8 

7  36 

x5‘3 

43 

12 

129 

1 1 7 

705 

I4'7 

19  1 1 

48,02 1 

107 1 

1073 

22'  X 

737 

I5‘3 

35 

27 

108 

100 

729 

x5-2 

1912 

48,152 

1009 

1010 

20-97 

634 

13-16 

57 

23 

76 

75 

600 

12-46 

X9T3 

48,287 

93° 

93° 

19-25 

7 1 1 

14-72 

54 

29 

83 

89 

686 

14-2 

1914 

48,424 

994 

1000 

20‘6 

732 

I5'11 

28 

24 

88 

88 

728 

I5'°3 

I9I5 

48,071 

995 

1000 

20-i6 

699 

14-09 

3° 

31 

83 

83 

700 

14-1 1 

1916 

48,459 

878 

882 

i8-2 

654 

I3‘5 

44 

33 

69 

78-2 

643 

T3'3 

1917 

50,000 

771 

773 

1 5 ‘46 

692 

i3'84 

69 

54 

5° 

64 

677 

I3'54 

191S 

51,000 

792 

800 

15-68 

783 

1 5*37 

64 

66 

48 

60 

785 

x5‘4 

i9T9 

51,000 

817 

815 

i6"oo 

670 

T3-1 

62 

38 

5° 

61 

646 

I2'5 

1920 

49,248 

1141 

1142 

232 

679 

13*8 

57 

19 

77 

67 

641 

1301 

*  In  Column  6  are  to  be  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during  the  calendar  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within 
the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  to  be  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  8  and  by  addition 
of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column  10  are  to  be  similarly  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  deaths  under  1,  included 
in  the  number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by  addition  of  the  deaths  under  1  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  I  Total  population  at  all  ages,  including  area  added  in  1914  49,158'!  At  Census 

(exclusive  of  area  V  3662  J-  of 

covered  by  water).  J  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  ...  ...  ...  ii,22oJ  19x1. 


Total  families  or  separate  occupiers 


11,220 


TABLE  III. 
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Infant  Mortality  1920.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated 
Causes  at  Various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks.* 

| 

Total  under 

I  Month. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

. .  . 

•  *  * 

*  *  * 

V 

1 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

5  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

T 

... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

I 

1 

I 

I 

1 

5 

. . . 

.  •  . 

*  *  ' 

I 

I 

I 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

3 

2 

2 

8 

... 

. .  • 

.  •  • 

«  •  • 

*  *  * 

•  •  • 

4 

I 

. .  . 

5 

I 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

... 

... 

4 

... 

I 

1 

2 

... 

... 

9 

J 

1 

... 

... 

I 

... 

::: 

... 

1 

I 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

. . . 

..  . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

I 

5 

.  .  . 

... 

1 

... 

6 

.  16 

1 

'•y 

J 

I 

21 

3 

1 

... 

25 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

6 

2 

1 

• .  • 

J 

1 

... 

... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

2 

23 

4 

7 

3 

37 

11 

13 

7 

9 

j  77 

cause  of  death. 


I  Small-pox  ... 
Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Influenza  ...  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 


Convulsions 
Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 
Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
f  Diarrhoea  ... 

\  Enteritis  (including  Coli 

Gastritis  . 

Syphilis 
Rickets  ... 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis  ... 

(Congenital  Malfonnatioi 
Premature  Birth  ... 
Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
Marasmus 
Inanition 
Other  Causes 


Nett  Births  |  legitimate  10S9. 
registered  -! 

in  the  year  ^illegitimate  53- 


_  ,  (  legitimate  infants  69. 

Nett  Deaths  J  5 

in  the  year  of  illegitimate  infants  8. 


